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Europe submitted to the Ankara criteria

On the occasion of holding an international coefese by the European Parliament for next
January 28-29 in Brussels attended; Desmond TutuSBirin Ebadi, Bianca Jagger, Noam
Chomsky and ¥ar Kemal we publish the analysis of the famous iSbrlsociologist Dr.
Ismail Mr Besikgi, who was imprisoned for 17 yelyshe colonialist Turkish state because it
has criticized discrimination against the people Kairdistan has been. We note that for
seventeen years, Europe has been total silencheofate of Dr Ismail Besikci academician,
who had made a statement at the conference. Ibtisanpart |d'une from the attitude of
Parliament and the Council of Europe on this isané on the other hand it is unacceptable
that Abdullan Ocalan accuses scientist Dr Besikkiye criticized the policy Kemalist
reactionary of Ocalan and PKK members, Duran Kalk@asim Engin directly threaten.
While Dr Ismail Besik¢i is a member of PEN KURDEated with this threat The General
Council of PEN KURDISH remains in absolute silentlee result of this conference is not
anything else after the European imperialist palipgrticularly English, followed by Lord
Russel, denies the right to self-determinatiorhefrtation of Kurdistan.

Dr Ali KILIC, Paris a20 January 2009



Europe submitted to the Ankara criteria

On 24 November 2008 in Ankara, an internationalf@@mnce was organized
under the aegis of the international coalitiontad tnternational Criminal Court
and the division of Human Rights of the Faculty Rilitical Sciences. The
conference focused on the International Criminalr€oyesterday, today and
tomorrow and held in the Faculty of Political Sa@en On the day of the
conference, the Goethe Institute in Ankara had sham exhibition: "The

International Criminal Tribunal, Nuremberg until & fHague." The conference,
the exhibition was open to the public.

The afternoon was devoted to the theftthe prevention and
punishment of genocide since 60: principles andeaihbjes”. The studies
focused on "the definition and the Convention ohGzde", "after the genocide
convention" and "work on the genocide." [...]

At this conference, there were 6dfeign academicians. They
presented some of the aforementioned studies anticipated in the
discussions. These scholars were from lItaly, Hdllggermany. One of them
was of Mexican origin

The discussions focused on the latewnal Criminal Court and
genocide. Yet, none has mentioned the plight of &mans, Kurds, Chaldeans,
Assyrians, Alevis, the Yezidis. On none referredh® Armenian genocide, the
genocide of Assyrians and Chaldeans Kurdish culgeaocide, left to time and
which is in the long term. None of the participah&&e discussed the situation
of the Alevis and Yezidis. They talked more of genocide of Tutsi in Rwanda
or the genocide of the Bosnian people. The attinfdbese scholars and experts
Is very interesting. One of the scholars wantetink he mention the fate of the
Armenians when suddenly, explaining that "it isbidden to discuss such issue
in Turkey", he recovered and has abandoned themewsthat he had intended
to expose. Meaning in that "it is forbidden to dis€ such issue in Turkey",
academics and foreign experts have not addresgedase of the Armenians,
nor that of the Kurds. It would be useful to comsidhis attitude. Why s it
forbidden to discuss, to talk about the Kurds, kweds and Kurdistan? Why
foreign experts and academics they comply withote?



In the Middle East, the Kurds do not h#wver natural rights, their treaty
rights, their human rights. These rights are prntdib The natural rights which
are accorded to the Arabs, Persians, Turks, fomplg are not recognized by
the Kurds. What is natural law? These are the siglitevery individual from
birth. The rights granted to all human beings. &e® human rights. In none of
the Constitution currently in force, no Universatdbaration of Human Rights,
there are principles that recognize a "right tokithe water," "breathing air" ...
etc.. Because these are inherent rights to be. dllvey are so obvious that there
IS no need to mention them in the Constitution, slaar the universal
declarations of human rights. Similarly, Constatidoes not rule on the
freedom to speak the language. Because it is aahatight, as natural as
drinking or breathing. It is an inherent right afilhg. What is natural is true, is
usually required. The natural law has had an ingporplace in the history of the
law, political philosophy: the Declaration of Rightf 1689 (the Bill of Rights-
England), the American Declaration of Independenic&776, the Declaration
on the Rights of the Man of 1789 (France), the ©rsal Declaration of Human
Rights of the United Nations in 1948. The natuaaV lhas been theorized, was
conceived and implemented at the legal level. Ave$¢ are not natural rights to
Kurds. The kurdo-Turkish relationship has beenthanl the basis of such bans
since the birth of the Turkish Republic.

In the 1930s, in areas such as Kurdish Diyarbandd), the Kurds who
went to the city center received a fine on eactheir sentences handed down in
the Kurdish language and they should be paid imatel§i. This is because the
Kurdish was banned.

Summer 1970, there were in Kurdistailitary operations very dense.
In the vicinity of Silvan, Bismil, Malazgirt, Viraggghir, commando operations
were carried out effectively. The military, veryrlgain the morning, had burst
into the village, ordered the gathering of womeenrelderly, young people in
the village square, so to threaten, to scare therure them. The men of 50-60
years of age have brus, the sons-in-law, smalldeml, were forced to get
naked. After tie a rope to their penis, the arnwedds gave the rope to their wife
or daughter-in-law and were to tour the villageeTKurds, not only had to
suffer all kinds of torture, but should also bejeabto this kind of "humiliation
and abuse. It is an affront to human integrity. tlratedly, the Kurds saw this
as a serious violation of their honor, a great hiaton. When you ask an old
man of 50-60 years, how many children he has, pleese8, 10 or 13. "l have so
much that | can not remember all the names, | &mfthe names of my
children,"” he says often. It can also respond $mall children between 35-40.
Thus they assert their manhood. Now, knowing thbatiies to carry out such



actions. Are there more serious attack, the grdatariliation for the Kurdish,
the Kurdish people? In April 1970, the revolutiondtoyers Eastern Culture
(Devrimci Dgzu Kultlr Ocaklari) was informed by telegram, CevB8enhay of
military operations in Silvan. The association tldemanded that the case be
reviewed and that those responsible are prosecdtedhe time, Suleyman
Demirel was president of the Republic.

Every wonder why a guerrilla has emerdmav an armed movement has
been put in place as quickly and with so much gtrerBut what they could do
more in this climate? The Workers Party of Turk&urkiye Isci Partisi), after
the 1970s, was convicted and banned for writinguabee Kurdish issue during
its 4th Congress. This conviction was used as eathio all new parties. The
Foyers Revolutionary Eastern Culture had also bmmvicted, their leaders
imprisoned. The intellectuals, writers, researcheese sentenced to a heavy
administrative and criminal sanctions to the eviocaif the Kurds or the
Kurdish language. What they could do more to dedidbe armed struggle
when all peaceful and democratic processes wereicted? As to the reason
for serious offenses and humiliation perpetrateairesy the Kurdish population,
it was mentioned in my article. These are prohdbite respect of the Kurds.
Why? In the middle 1960s, the Democratic Party ofdfstan in Turkey had
been created. It was an illegal party, but he lgoba. In autumn 1967, the first
meetings were held in the East. In 1969, Istanbha Ankara, the Foyers
Revolutionary Eastern Culture (DDKO) were creatkd.Diyarbakir, Silvan,
Batman, Ergani, homes Revolutionary Eastern Culioegan to organize.
Nationalistic sentiments have begun to bloom, sprbloe Kurdish intelligentsia
developed and prohibitions should be ignored.

In response to the Kurdish democratic movement gimgrthat the military
operations that the State terror increased. Itlshaout an end to this greening at
this flower. It should retain prohibited. People owvlsuffer such insults,
humiliation no such word can have, keep their malist claims, they felt then.
Shortly after the appearance of DDKO to KozklukléMarch 1971, comes the
coup. It is setting up a military regime, a stéftsiege.

Some people, wherever they are, woglee that it is inflicted such
humiliation. Whether these humiliations take plateAfrica, Russia, Siberia,
America, Arabia, or to Turquistan Kurdistan, no \bremain without response.
Opposition and struggle are unavoidable in the ew¢ran attack on human
integrity.

The government calls this oppositidhis fight as the field of



lawlessness, banditry, terrorism. "Nothing canifyderrorism, it must always
be opposed," he said. This qualification is nottiewgte. Because it should also
mention the state terror and violence which shes use keep prohibited.

In the years 1995-1996, Leyla Zdhan imprisoned in Ankara, gave
me a reading. At the time, we were fifth in thel @ghen the members of the
DEP had another cell. It was his autobiographicalkb | was curious about the
information it could provide about the military appgsion and tyranny. | read
quickly, easily and with great attention to his koBut | was surprised not to
see any information on the operations of militasycés. One day they went to
the hearing, | was able to cross the members oDt and Leyla Zana. | have
shared this lack of information and he was askethéf remembered the military
operations in 70 years. "At that time, | was stifhall, | can not remember
anything, but I've heard things about this" she fequiied. His answer surprised
me. Because | thought that such events naturatlyamaimpact on individuals,
even aged 8-9 years and they were not forgett&uleit should be noted that
during 70 years, these events were not made knowallt Yet people like
Mehdi Zana, Abdulkerim Ceyhan, Mahmut Okutucu, Muem Bicimli,
Necmettin Blylkkaya, Yimnu Budak, Ferit Uzun, Niyalsta, Semsi Usta,
Abdurrahman Usta and the leaders and members dfutenary Foyers
Eastern Culture protesting, s 'opponent and triorgring these events to inform
the public, attract their attention.

Early 1990s, women, were taken brushted in front of their children,
their babies. The boys were tortured in front odithchildren, their wives.
Grandparents, before their brus, their sons-in-lwejr small children, were
pushed to the ground and were beaten. All thiotetiate used for conservation
prohibited.

On 19 November 2004 in Kiziltepezud Kaymaz the young, aged 12,
was killed with his father. The police murderegud Kaymaz, just out of school
and still on a whole school, from 13 balls. And palice officers have been
convicted.

On 18 October 2008 in Istanbul, Engin €etlied tortured while under
police surveillance in prison.

On 5 December 2008, Istanbul, Sabri TIRAs assassinated by a group



of people in the street for speaking Kurdish. Hmly was taken to Bingol
where he was to be buried.

On 27 November 2007, lzmir, Baran Tursun was nmedidy police
while he was in his car.

By way of comparison, when thBétember 2008, a youth died of a
police bullet during a demonstration in Athens,u$ends of people took to the
streets to protest, condemn. The event had a nmagact throughout Greece. In
Turkey, there is only for 2008, dozens of Kurds everurdered by the police.
But these killings are perceived in Turkey as cfres.

Today, the State complains yanf “terrorism”. And he was able
to accept the existence of "terrorism" to Westeantries. When Turkey spoke
of "terrorism", Westerners also mention "terrorisf@lit we can say openly that
the "terrorism" is exercised by the State. Language culture were banned.
The Kurds, in these circumstances, should theyde&nd their language and
culture? The Kurds do not have to claim them? Awd ware regarded as
"terrorist” when you wear these claims, you arehtfitg against the bans.
However, the State knows the language and cultteenaportant. We know
from the position it adopted during the period 19888 when it came to
Imposing a change of name to the Turkish populatoBulgaria. We know for
seeing support, defend, the natural and cultughitsi of the Turkish population
living in Cyprus, Bulgaria, Kerkouk, Macedonia ef@ denounce seeing on the
international stage, policies oppressionistes cotadl against the Turkish
population. As against, the situation changes wien natural rights of the
Kurdish population. There's a double standard.

Whatever the degree of poverty, Kalrdfamilies have at least one
roof, a few sheep, two-three chickens, a smallgard few trees. Whatever the
degree of poverty, a Kurdish family owns some adsth properties and can
achieve the satisfaction of those needs througbsopat nature. It may receive a
pasture, a water, can enjoy the benefits of huntilshing, warm with wood
forest ... etc. It can ensure life without the neédnyone. Can we say the same
for those who have been forced to leave their hortiesr villages? Families
who had to leave Hakkari, Van, Siirt, Mardin, Digakir, Bitlis to the outskirts
of the city of Istanbul,izmir, Bursa, Ankara, for example, live in difficult
conditions. There is also a high rate of populatoound cities such as Hakkari,
Van, Diyarbakir, Mus, Bitlis, Mardin, Siirt, SirnakPoor families have been
increasingly impoverished, under addictions of wmheThis poverty and



dependence is a state policy. The State, on thehand, destroyed villages,
force the affected population to immigration, irages poverty and, secondly,
distributes a few bags of charcoal, butter, olivésas and place the
impoverished Kurdish families under his care. Ingiade not to notice here
putridité (NLDR: status of what is rotten) of ethjienorality. These families live
in poverty increasing level. They had water, landctltivate in their own
homeland, their own homes. They could live indepatigl of the help of others.
But their homes have been banned. They repliedthet can return if they
agree to play the role of guardians of villagesweweer, these families, these
people have left their village, their homeland, énéaft their homes and property
for not just assume that role.

It is wrong to announce the poverty of the Kurdsaferring to the feudal
system, the existence of tribes. As poverty can fimat its source in the
infertility of the land, in the fact that there mbg snow or the roads are closed 6
months to 12. Poverty has its roots in the staleym the "security operations”
as he likes to say. These operations have brokebabkbone of families. Far to
provide any security to Kurdish families, they halestroyed. But the tribes,
tribal chiefs, feudal lords are now working in atlbration with the State. No
wonder that the state is working with what remahshe feudal system and it
Is, after all, quite understandable that the Stateves control, choking, prevent
the growth of movements and feelings Kurdish natiists through the heads of
tribes, feudal lords. If there are still tribesipéd chiefs, feudal lords of the
Kurdish people because the state wanted. The 8tseaised revived these
“Institutions” that were endangered. Let us rementbe winter of 1994. The
village guards were invited to Ankara for meetinggetings with the President,
the Presidency Council, the Chief of General S&ifilent Ecevit, then President
of the Republic, does not meet the MPs of the Paftfpemocracy (DEP-
Demokrasi Partisi), members of the Democratic RespParty (DEHAP-
Demokratik Halk Partisi), the mayors. They deniéd But did not hesitate to
meet with village guards.

These operations have also damagedbtiance of the Kurdish
population. In a people "healthy", young peopleerating the death of their
grandparents, their parents. Among the Kurds, taadjathers, grandmothers,
from 70-90 years, who bury their grandchildren R@tyears or rear children, 15
years ago, most of the dead time after torturei@ess These tragedies are
common among the Kurdish people.

Europe to comply with criteria Ankara
Turkey wants to be a membethef European Union. However,



there are the so-called Copenhagen criteria. @ritbat focus on freedom of
opinion, of thought. Criteria that require respirtdemocratic principles. The
European Union demands that Turkey respect forettwgeria and that it
respects and guarantees freedom of thought, opiitiehould have stable and
democratic institutions that can ensure the rullwf... etc.. This is mentioned
in various reports. Only in the workforce, it isrBpe that complies with the
criteria of Ankara. The criteria for Ankara poselpibited, legitimized by the
existence of a "Turkish sensitivities." Prohibitsorelating to freedom of thought
become prohibited essential, indispensable to furklat is why academics,
specialists from Europe to speak of massacres cgdgroot mention the subject
of Armenians, Chaldeans, Assyrians, Kurds, Alevisl aieport these topics
banned. They are subject to these prohibitionsn&dvania (USA), in the
studies relating to the peoples and cultures ofMidzlle East and Eurasia, we
talk about the Iraq war and relations that the WfSAmerica led with Turkey.
Part of the students will visit Turkey. It is sdltht these students are aware of
prohibitions and they can discuss issues thata&aCyprus, Greece, the Kurds,
and other topics that are directed against Islamuéstion arises: how can these
students do, in this context, information on Turkey

Europe has a debt to the Kurds

The Kurdish question arises because the Kurds epeived of their natural
rights. It results from the territorial division Blurdistan into four parts and their
distributions in 20 years, under the auspices eflthague of Nations in four
states (NLDR: for those who do not always know:Keyr Iran, Iraq, Syria). It
follows from the lack of self-determination of tikairdish people. France and
Britain, who were at the time of colonial stateayé played a major role in the
cutting area (NLDR: France had mandated Syria abglal. Britain's Iraq and
Palestine ). Both colonial countries, working watlithoritarian regimes Persian,
Arabic and Turkish, have performed the cutting ofirdistan, the Kurds
separated and distributed to various parties. Tivyed, separated, distributed
the Kurds and Kurdistan, and their skeletons hasmtégrated and burn their
brains. France, Great Britain, first, and Europea aghole have played a major
role in this disintegration. While these counti@es primarily responsible for the
Kurdish tragégie to have surrounded the Kurdspeat Turkish, Arab, Persian,
they said the Kurds now "terrorists" and are posg#d on the side of the
oppressor. It does not bother to differentiate leetw parties of left, right,
Communist Party, liberal or conservative. When ames to the Kurdish
guestion, any position against the Kurds, and weitk states which oppress
and suppress the Kurds. Whether in power or in siipa. These states marked
by imperialism divided, separated the Kurds andegauthoritarian regimes
Persian, Turkish and Arab. They have not withdrdwem the region, they are



still there. When the Kurds are in conflict withetltentral government, they
supported the authoritarian state in its policy ofepression.

In one of my previous articles, "Resging to critics Besikci" | called
on Kurds in Europe to develop their relations ie #conomic environment,
academia, to enter into dialogue with associatagsdroits de | ' Men ... etc in
the countries where they reside. The Kurds showd liwe in community,
among them, in a sort of ghetto. They are in Europ®iyarbakir and Istanbul.
It is important to develop a circle of friends imrGpe. The Kurds could better
challenge the unjust policies adopted by Europey tould discuss, debate. The
Kurds must be able to protest the policy and imfgethe position of Europe,
which tends to turn a blind eye when it comes &wiolation of natural rights of
the Kurdish people, who tend to develop theseiosiatand adopt a common
policy with authoritarian states, responsible foe repression of the Kurdish
people. Europe needs criticism here.

The division, separation and dmttion of the Kurds and Kurdistan
led to the isolation of the Kurdish people, noemfds but many enemies. While
on the international scene, the Kurds have soneadris) staff () s, physical,
identified (e) s. Although they are becoming moremerous. But the Kurds
have no state of their friend. There are a numibg@rafessionals, intellectuals,
foreign researchers who conduct research, studidbeo Kurds, the Kurds and
Kurdistan. And they are and will become more numsrdn this context, the
role of Kurds in Europe is and will be very impartaThey have a great role to
play. The challenge will depend on what the KuriEarope will. They should
therefore assume a new form of organization ...

Dr Ismail Besikci



