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 International Women’s Day  
and 

Genocide and kidnapped Armenian women.  
 
        For twenty five years the women of North Kurdistan in other parts of Kurdistan led the 
armed struggle against the imperialist Turkish state for freedom and independence of 
Kurdistan. But the objective of the struggle for the liberation of the country was settled by the 
political leader brought to their knees in front of the Turkish state imperialist. We offer 
flowers of Kurdistan on the occasion of International Women's Day. 
 
 

 
 

     The joy and dances of the guerrilla Kurdistan is inseparable from the armed struggle 
against the state for our imperialist revolution. Our political revolution requires the 

destruction of the  
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imperialist colonialist structures of Turkey, Iran and Syria. The reforms of Western countries 
require surrender of weapons of our soldiers, then the European imperialist states pay more 
than thirty millions, billions to modernize the Turkish army imperialist. 
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The armed struggle of Women of Kurdistan sent to women around the world, the working 
class world of Kurdistan flowers, a symbol of justice, to win the revolution there 's no other 
than the revolutions. Without the liberation of women in the world, it is more freedom. Say 
yes to the imperialist and capitalist system, the genocide of women. 

 
This day has its origins in the protests of women in the early twentieth century Europe and the 
United States, calling for better working conditions and the right to vote.  International 
Women's Day was formalized by the United Nations in 1977, inviting each country in the 
world to celebrate a day for women's rights.  
 
It is a day of demonstrations around the world the opportunity to make an assessment on the 
situation of women. Traditionally groups and associations of women activists are preparing 
demonstrations around the world to celebrate the victories and achievements, to voice their 
claims, to improve the situation of women.  
 
International Women's Day remains a burning issue. For as long as equality between men and 
women will not be reached, we need to celebrate 
 
The United Nations begin to observe the International Women's Day in 1975. The United 
Nations, on a proposal from the Women's International Democratic Federation | 1 |, in 1977 
adopted a resolution to invite each country on the planet to spend one day at a celebration of 
women's rights and international peace. March 8 is ain News 15 of 17  
The International Women's Day, formalized in 1977 by the United Nations is here to remind 
us these victories but also for inviting us to reflect on the status of women worldwide.  
In a century, women have achieved legal equality and legal in most countries of the world. 
Remains to conquer equality. The International Women's Day, formalized in 1977 by the 
United Nations is here to remind us these victories but also for inviting us to reflect on the 
status of women worldwide. 
  
 
It is the ideal opportunity to take stock of progress made in promoting women's equality. It is 
also an opportunity to identify the difficulties that women face in society and consider how to 
improve the status of women.  
 
 
Like all symbolic dates, the International Women's Day has its origins not in a single 
historical fact. It symbolizes the one hand, the fruit of a broad process of struggles, claims and 
proceedings and, secondly, the silent route millions of women worldwide.  
 
 
The main historical reference of the International Women's Day dates back to the workers' 
strikes called in 1857 and 1911 in New York while textile workers protesting against their 
poor working conditions. An event, in particular, have strongly marked the events on 25 
March 1911, a group of workers who showed in a textile factory in New York, died in a fire. 
They could not escape in time. The doors were closed so that workers do not leave before the 
end of the workday. 
  
 
Another important historical reference is the Second International Conference of Socialist 
Women in 1910 in Copenhagen, Denmark. The German socialist leader, Clara Zetkin, 



 4 

proposed the creation of an International Women's Day, to recognize the struggles of women 
around the world. 
  
Another intriguing reference concerns the link between the date of March 8 and the 
participation of women workers in the Russian Revolution. On 23 February 1917, when the 
Russian calendar, or March 8 in the Gregorian calendar, female workers came out in the 
streets to call a general strike later s'aurai insert in shares revolutionary who inaugurated the 
Revolution Russian.  
 
 
In 1977, two years after the International Year of Women, the United Nations adopted a 
resolution inviting countries to dedicate one day at a celebration of women's rights and 
international peace. On 8 March has become a day of recognition in many countries. 
 
The truth of this century it was during the genocide, women and women were the first 
victims. Today, the character is not changed. International PEN has launched a campaign for 
the countries of Latin America, this is the character  political systems of International PEN on 
one hand and the other by the character of regimes that contain, but are there women writers 
in prisons USA? If yes why the campaign is partial? WiPC launches campaign freedom to 
write in the Americas. 
 
Without any doubt the status of International PEN has defined its aims as follows: 

International PEN brings together writers, journalists, poets - all those using the written word 
to promote ideas - in the common belief that it is through this sharing that bridges of 
understanding can be built between peoples. These bridges cross political, geographical, 
ethnic, cultural, religious and other divides.  

It is for this reason that the protection of the right to freedom of expression - the freedom to 
express ideas without fear of attack, arrest or other persecution - has been at the heart of 
International PEN's work since it was formed in 1921. 

PEN's work and advocacy was fully developed by the time the Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights was declared and adopted by the United Nations in 1948. It has been argued 
that PEN helped to define the concept of freedom of expression that is now enshrined under 
Article 19 of the Declaration, a right that is as important today as it was when it was defined 
in the aftermath of World War Two.  

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to 
hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive , and impart information and ideas 
through any media and regardless of frontiers. 

but I want to expand the boundaries of this campaign, first I present the campaign of 
International PEN, but other women I might add that the Kurds have denied fundamental 
freedoms and those of ed Armenian women who have been a physical and cultural genocide. 
These are crimes committed by the state imperialist Turkish I want to denounce it. 
 
Due to support of women for the struggle for freedom and independence of our country, the 
colonial state, particularly the rule of Islamic Republic of al reactionary Iranian mullahs 
condemned to death many supporters of al freedom. This is the case Zaynab Jajalian. 
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Although Zaynab is not a member of PEN KURD, his situation is identical with the Basque 
journalist Teresa Toda. 

Ms. Zaynab Jalalian Kurdish political prisoner has been condemned to death 
 

  
 

In 2008 at least 370 people were executed and 270 were sentenced to death 
 
Kurdish political prisoner Ms. Zaynab Jalalian aged 27, was condemned to death by 
Kermanshah Revolutionary Court. She was arrested in May 2008. Jalalian was tried in Islamic 
Revolutionary Court of Kermanshah without any legal representation and sentenced to death. 
The court accused Jalalian of being a member of a Kurdish political party which opposed the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 
 
 
               In 2008, the Iranian regime executed at least 370 people and sentenced 270 others to 
death. Majority of political prisoners who were sentenced to death were of Kurdish origin. 
According to a report recently published by Kurdistan Peace and Development Association in 
Finland, at least 200 Kurdish political detainees have been sentenced between 6 months to 20 
years in jail. These people have been charged with supporting Kurdish political parties, 
threatening the unity and security of the country, and participating in demonstrations against 
the Islamic republic of Iran. According to Human Rights Organisation of Kurdistan at least 
300 Kurdish political prisoners have been moved to other jails in Iran, making it very difficult 
for their families to visit them.  
 
                In the last three months, Amnesty International has received reports of waves of 
arbitrary arrests and harassment, directed particularly against members of Iran’s religious and 
ethnic minority communities, students, trade unionists and women’s rights activists. Amnesty 
International is aware of the apparent arbitrary arrest of, or other repressive measures taken 
against, over 220 individuals. Many of those arrested, if not all, are at risk of torture or other 
ill treatment. Other individuals arrested before this period have been sentenced to death. In 
addition, several newspapers have been closed down, and access to internet sites has been 
restricted, including some relating to human rights or which are operated by international 
broadcasters. These measures may in part be intended to stifle debate and to silence critics of 
the authorities in advance of the forthcoming presidential election in June 2009. All 
individuals and groups should be allowed to peacefully exercise their rights to freedom of 
expression, association and assembly, including in ways which dissent from state policies and 
practices, in the run-up to the presidential election. 
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Amnesty International has documented repeatedly how vaguely worded legislation is 

beingused to silence the most active sectors of the Iranian population. Charges such as “acting 
against state security”, “spreading lies”, “propaganda against the system”, “creating unease in 
the public mind”, “insulting the holy sanctities” and “defamation of state officials” are used 
to target members of Iran’s religious and ethnic minorities as well as human rights and other 
civil society activists. Such laws and practices violate Iran’s obligations under Articles 18, 19, 
21 and 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights regarding freedom of 
belief, expression, assembly and association. 
 

Amnesty International is calling on the Iranian authorities to end such repressive 
measures and to uphold the rights to freedom of belief, expression, assembly and association. 
Vaguelyworded provisions in the legislation of Iran which are being used to restrict these 
essential freedoms should be repealed or reviewed to bring them in line with Iran’s 
obligations under international human rights law. 
 

Anyone held as a prisoner of conscience, solely on account of their peaceful exercise 
of theirrights to freedom of expression, association, or on account of their religious belief, 
should be released immediately and unconditionally. Others detained should be released 
unless they are to be promptly charged with a recognizably criminal offence and tried fairly. 
All detainees and prisoners should be protected from torture or other ill-treatment.1 

Women writers under attack in Latin America 
As part of its Freedom to write in the Americas campaign launched in February 2009, the Writers in 
Prison Committee of International PEN (WiPC) is marking International Women’s Day (8 March) by 
celebrating the work of four women writers under threat in the region. These are: Colombian 
playwright and activist Patricia Ariza , Peruvian student poet Melissa Patiño, and Mexican authors 
and journalists Lydia Cacho and Sanjuana Martínez Montemayor. While none of the women are 
currently detained, they are facing harassment by state and non state actors that reflect on one hand the 
political polarisation affecting Latin America , and on the other, resistance to coverage of a topic that 
remains decidedly taboo in the region: sexual abuse.  

From January to December 2008, the WiPC recorded attacks against 37 women writers in 11 countries 
in the Americas . The countries where attacks were most prevalent were: Mexico (10 of the 37 cases), 
Peru (9), Venezuela (6) and Colombia (4). Most of the female writers in question are journalists. The 
most common form of attack were death threats, which eleven women suffered, while other types of 
threats and harassment were also reported, accounting for seven and eight of the cases respectively. In 
addition, three women were briefly detained, five suffered physical attack - all in Venezuela - two 
were on trial, both in Peru , and one Brazilian journalist was given a suspended sentence. For an 
overview of all attacks on writers in the Americas ,  

While these patterns are broadly representative of attacks against writers in the Americas in general, 
when looking at women writers currently under threat two themes stand out. On one hand, the cases of 
Ariza and Patiño who have been accused of terrorist affiliations on the basis of their alleged 
collaboration with leftwing political groups. On the other, a number of cases in Mexico , including 
those of Cacho and Martínez, where female authors have been targeted for harassment as a direct 
result of their exposés of sexual exploitation and paedophilia.  

                                                 
1 Amnesty International February 2009 AI Index: MDE 13/012/2009 
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COLOMBIA AND PERU : Poets accused of terrorist affiliations 
 
International PEN’s Writers in Prison Committee protests the harassment of Patricia Ariza, 
Melissa Patiño, Lydia Cacho and Sanjuana Martínez Montemayor and demands that they are 
allowed to live and work freely, in accordance with Article 19 of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights and Article 13 of the American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of 
San José, Costa Rica), to which Colombia, Mexico and Peru are signatories.  

Patricia Ariza is a renowned Colombian playwright, 
dramaturge, poet, actress and political and human rights 
activist. She has been subjected to a campaign of 
harassment since late 2008, including an alleged 
investigation seeking to link her to the FARC (Fuerzas 
Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia) guerrilla 
group.Ariza was reportedly named in a document produced 
by the antiterrorism division of the Public Prosecutor 

(Fiscalía General) as a promoter of the Bolivarian Movement for a New Colombia 
(Movimiento Bolivariano por la Nueva Colombia) and the Clandestine Colombian 
Communist Party (Partido Comunista Colombiano Clandestino, PC3), which is allegedly 
linked to the FARC. The document, said to be based on police and army intelligence, lists 
Ariza’s past affiliations including her membership of the Communist Youth (Juventud 
Comunista, JUCO) group and of the Nadaísta poetry movement and a stint as a ‘hippy’. It 
goes on to allege that her current theatre activities and a project she runs with abandoned 
children, the elderly, young women and rappers could be related to ‘mass work’ for the PC3. 
Ariza has also reportedly received threatening letters. 

Ariza acknowledges her past affiliations but has dismissed the allegations of collaborating with 
guerrilla groups. She suspects that her human rights work and leftwing views, including her activism 
for the opposition political party Democratic Pole (Polo Democrático), are behind the charges, and has 
stated: ‘They cannot take away my right to have an opinion and to be creative.’ Ariza’s lawyer has 
reportedly not been allowed full access to her file. Following public protests, in January 2009 
thePublic Prosecutor reportedly denied that there was an investigation into Ariza.  

 

      Melissa Patiño, a 21-year-old Peruvian poet and 
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university student, is on trial for terrorism for her alleged involvement with a leftwing political 
organization. Patiño, who is a member of the ‘Círculo del sur' poetry group and runs a poetry 
programme on radio and cultural activities for young people, was arrested along with six other 
individuals on 29 February 2008 as they were returning from Quito, where they had attended the 
second congress of the Bolivarian Continental Coordinator (Coordinadora Continental Boliviariana - 
CCB). All seven were charged with ‘affiliation and collaboration with terrorism', apparently on the 
basis of their attendance at the meeting of the CCB, which the authorities claim is linked to the 
Peruvian Marxist rebel group Movimiento Revolucionario Túpac Amaru (MRTA) and the FARC 
guerrilla group in Colombia, and were jailed. Two of the detained are said to be former MRTA 
members, however Patiño's presence in the bus appears to have been circumstantial. She denies any 
involvement in political groups and says her main motivation for attending was the opportunity to 
travel to Ecuador .  

  
On 8 May 2008, after almost two and a half months' incarceration, Patiño was released on bail and 
allowed to return home pending trial.  Peru 's antiterrorist prosecutor appealed against the decision to 
release her but this was rejected in early October 2008, meaning that Patiño should remain free on bail 
for the duration of her trial. She potentially faces 20 years in prison if convicted. To date no concrete 
evidence has been produced to back up the charges. For more on Patiño,  

MEXICO: Authors targeted for exposing sexual exploitation 

 Lydia Cacho is an author, journalist and women's rights 
activist, and winner of the 2008 Tucholsky prize from Swedish PEN and the 2007 Oxfam/Novib PEN 
Award for Free Expression. Following the publication of her book on child abuse and pornography 
rings in Cancún, Los Demonios del Edén: el poder detrás de la pornografía (The Demons of Eden: the 
power behind pornography) in 2005, Cacho was illegally arrested, detained, physically ill treated and 
threatened with rape and death. Her ordeal reportedly took place on the orders of Mario Marín, 
governor of the state of Puebla , in collusion with Kamel Nacif Borge, a Puebla businessman 
implicated in her book. Cacho was then subjected to a year-long criminal defamation lawsuit brought 
by Nacif Borge. She was cleared of all charges in 2007 but continues to be the target of threats for her 
writings.  

                 On 29 November 2007, the Mexican Supreme Court of Justice ruled that Cacho’s 2005 
arrest and detention had not constituted a serious violation of her constitutional rights. Following this 
ruling, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights advised Cacho to leave the country 
and offered her political asylum, legal assistance and access to international courts. In April 2008, the 
Attorney General's Office issued arrest warrants for five public servants from Puebla allegedly 
involved in Cacho’s detention. These were said to include the former attorney general, a minister, a 
police commander and various criminal justice system officials, who allegedly falsified paperwork in 
order to facilitate her arrest. In June 2008, a court in Cacho’s home state of Quintana Roo ruled that 
although there was evidence of arbitrary detention and torture it could not accept her case for 
jurisdictional reasons and recommended that she take the case to Puebla . Her appeal was rejected in 
January 2009. Cacho alleges that her file has been altered and key information removed by the 
Attorney General’s office, weakening her case. She believes it impossible to get justice in Puebla 
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given the role of the state authorities in her ordeal and is preparing to submit her case to the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights. She received further threats on 24 February 2009. For more 
on Cacho’s case, click here. 

 Sanjuana Martínez Montemayor 

 Has  reportedly suffered harassment, including death threats, since 2006 for writing about alleged 
links between child sexual abuse and the Catholic church in Mexico . The death threats, which began 
in September 2006, increased in December that year following the publication of her book El Manto 
Púrpura (Purple Cloak), which documents alleged abuses which had apparently been covered up by 
the Catholic Church authorities in Mexico and the United States . The threats continued in January 
2007 while she was reporting on allegations of child sexual abuse by a Mexican Catholic priest. 
Martínez also reported being followed by cars without licence plates on several occasions. She says 
that she did not make an official complaint to the authorities because she did not trust them. 

Harassment continues, albeit in more subtle ways. In March 2008, Martínez was fired from the 
Monterrey-based newspaper Milenio. Although the paper cited “restructuring”, the move reportedly 
followed Martínez’ publication of an article criticising the federal government’s handling of the death 
of a 72-year-old indigenous woman who allegedly died after being gang raped by Mexican soldiers. In 
September 2008 Martínez claimed that Samborns, one of Mexico’s most popular bookstore chains 
(owned by Carlos Slim, the world’s second richest man), had attempted to block the sale of two of her 
books, including Prueba de Fe (Test of Faith), which documents allegations of a pederast network 
with links to Catholic cardinals and bishops. As a result other bookstores reportedly also restricted 
sales of the book, on the grounds they were Catholic-based businesses.  

 

 

Yesterday morning [August 12th], when Zaynab Bayazidi’s relatives went to the 
revolutionary court in the city of Mahabad to find out about Ms. Bayazidi’s case, they were 
told that the Kurdish activist has received a sentence of four years in prison. Additionally, this 
morning the same sentence was submitted to Ms. Bayazidi at Mahabad prison. The sentence 
also called for serving jail time in exile in the city of Zanjan. 

 
Ms. Zaynab Bayazidi has denied all the charges brought against her except the charge of 
associating with the One Million Signatures Campaign. In a letter addressed to the judicial 
branch that issued her sentence, Ms. Bayazidi rejected as invalid the charges brought against 
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her and highlighted the ambiguous identities of the private parties who were named in the 
complaint against her. 

 
The Kurdistan Human Rights Defense Organization considers as improper the one month 
court proceedings in the case of Ms. Bayazidi, and also considers the sentence of four years 
imprisonment to be served in exile as cruel and unusual punishment. Given the irregularity of 
the court proceedings and the absence of lawyer, the organization demands the case against 
Ms. Bayazidi be reviewed by a fair and impartial body. 

          In the armed struggle of Women of Kurdistan us I will never forget the genocide of 
Armenian women, the Greeks, Kurds and Assysro Chaldeans, here are the memories of the 
Armenian women who are at the heart of the struggle for freedom and independence of the 
'Western Armenia. March 8 2009 we condemn généocide Adana in 1909 and égnocide of 
Arméniesn from 1994 to 1923. 

 
Becoming someone else…  

Genocide and kidnapped Armenian women.  
 
 

 
 

Islamized and tattooed Armenian woman, 
Orient im Bild, Summer, 1927. 

         The policy of genocide against the Armenian population of the Ottoman Empire started 
with the annihilation of the male population and subsequent deportation the rest of the people 
into the Syrian deserts. These deportations quickly turned into “death marches”. Deportation 
caravans mostly consisted of old people, women and children. En route many of the women 
were kidnapped either by the Ottoman Turkish soldiers or Kurdish bands, or Bedouins killing 
any who tried to oppose them: tens of thousands women and children perished on the way to 
deserts, while others, in order to escape humiliation and violence, committed suicide.  
 
         The Armenian genocide resulted in the kidnapping of thousands of Armenian women 
from their families, usually during deportations or overnight stops. After the organized mass 
killings of the Armenian male population, during the first stage of state-orchestrated policy of 
extermination, the Ottoman governors implemented another pre-meditated phase of the 
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genocidal policy: the destruction of the rest of Armenian population in the Ottoman Empire, 
this time targeting the elderly, women and children.  
 
Some of those individuals who were kidnapped and integrated into Muslim family life, over 
time forgot about their Armenian ethnicity and even lost the ability to speak their native 
language. In order to save their own lives and the lives of their loved ones many Armenian 
women forcibly to adopted Islam. They eventually were married off to Muslim men and in 
keeping with local tribal customs, were marked with specific tattoos. Tattoos were extensively 
used as amulets in the Middle East and Islamic countries, with the wearers believing that the 
mark imbued them with magical powers. These tattoos were often in the form of dots or a 
small “x” and provided protection, strength or fertility. These new markings represented new 
belonging and a marked change in their life.  
 
After the end of the First World War, many Armenian organizations and foreign missioners 
helped rescue Armenian women and children from their captors. These rescue missions turned 
into large-scale operations, rife with danger. Particularly, Karen Yeppe, a Danish missionary 
who, with the assistance of some Arab tribe leaders, up until 1928, rescued approximately 
2000 Armenian women and children from Muslim captivity. She helped establish special 
rescue homes in several locations which helped put an end to the tragic and painful ordeal 
many Armenian women had suffered.  
 
Many volunteers paid dearly with their lives for being involved in these rescue operations and 
many Armenian women felt victim during their escape attempts 
.  
The kidnapping of Armenian children and women and their subsequent rescue efforts outlines 
one of the most tragic and dramatic episodes of the genocidal policy implemented by the 
Ottoman Turkish government against Armenian population in the beginning of the 20th 
century. 
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Dalida Khakhamian, servant in the Arab village Rakka near Haleb, Syria, early 1920s, 
Mkhitarian collection, Venice. 

 
 

 
Armenian girl taken in by Bedouins, HUSHAMATIAN METZ YEGHERNI, Beirut, 1965  

Armenian Review, Spring/Summer, 1992, Vol. 45, No. 1-2/177-178, P. 156, Fig. 93  
 
 

 
Armenian woman Vartanian (seated left), forced to marry a Bedouin, photo by 

A.S.Baronigian  
Lossnitzgrund/Kotzschenbroda in Sachsen: Armenisches Hilfskomitee e. V., 1928  

Armenian Review, Spring/Summer, 1992, Vol. 45, No. 1-2/177-178, P. 156, Fig. 94  
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Islamized and tattooed Armenian woman, Karen Yeppe alboom, 1920s, AGMI collection.  

 
 

 
Rescued Armenian women near Euphrates river, 1919, Collection of Armenian National 

Archive.  
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L. Bilandjian, 17 years old, from Aintab, Nubarian library collection, Paris. 

L. Bilandjian, 17 years old, from Aintab, Nubarian library collection, Paris.  
 
 

 
Tattooed Armenian girl in Syria, Karen Yeppe alboom, 1920s, AGMI collection.  
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Marie Bisninyan, 20 years old, Nubarian library collection, Paris.  

 
 

 
Melek, 17 years old, Nubarian library collection, Paris.  
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Victoria Delikeshishian, 18 years old, from Keghi, Nubarian library collection, Paris.  

 
 

 
Gurdji, 16 years old, Nubarian library collection, Paris.  
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Ovsanna Hakobian, 20 years old, Personal data sheet, Nubarian library collection, Paris.  
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Annig Barugian, 19 years old, Nubarian library collection, Paris.  

 
 

 
Astghik, 16 years old, from Urfa, Nubarian library collection, Paris.  

 
 



 19 

 
Khatoun, 17 years old, Nubarian library collection, Paris.  

 
 

 
Islamized and tattooed Armenian woman, Orient im Bild, Potsdam, 1927.  
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Mariam Chaparlian, 27 years old, from Marash, Nubarian library collection, Paris.  

 
 

 
Vardanoush Khabetjan, 25 years old, from Qghi, Nubarian library collection, Paris.  
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Soultan, 14 years old, from Yeni Shehir, Nubarian library collection, Paris.  

 
 

 
Victoria, 19 years old, from Adiyaman, Nubarian library collection, Paris. 
Victoria, 19 years old, from Adiyaman, Nubarian library collection, Paris.  
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Armenian girls rescued from Muslim captivity. The banner says "We are sisters in sorrow", 

Collection of Armenian National Archive.  
 
 

 
Armenian Couples married all saved teenagers, Gylling Archives Denmark.  
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Seventh Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the League of Nations, 1926.  
"Protection of Women and children in the Near East"  
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RECOMMENDED ACTIONS  

          Appeals: 

Please send letters of appeal: 

COLOMBIA: Patricia Ariza  

Protesting the harassment of Patricia Ariza, particularly the Colombian State’s attempts to link her to 
terrorist groups, and calling on the authorities to allow her and other writers to pursue their legitimate 
writing and political activities in peace. 
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Señor Presidente Álvaro Uribe Vélez 
Presidente de la República, Palacio de Nariño, Carrera 8 No.7-2, Bogotá, Colombia 

Fax: +57 1 337 5890/ +57 1 342 0592  
Salutation: Dear President Uribe/Excmo. Sr. Presidente Uribe 

PERU: Melissa Patiño 

Calling on the Peruvian authorities either to provide evidence to back up the charges of terrorism 
against Melissa Patiño, and to ensure she receives a free and fair trial; alternatively, to drop all charges 
against her. 

Dr. Alan García Pérez 

Presidente de la República del Perú 

Jr. de la Unión S/N 1ra. Cuadra, Cercado de Lima, Lima, Peru 

Fax: +51 1 311 3940 

Email: messages can be sent via the following link: 
http://www.presidencia.gob.pe/cartas_presidente.asp  

Salutation: Su Excelencia/ Your Excellency 

MEXICO: Lydia Cacho and Sanjuana Martínez Montemayor  

Protesting the ongoing harassment of Lydia Cacho and Sanjuana Martínez Montemayor stemming 
from their writings on sexual exploitation; reminding the authorities of their obligation to protect them 
and other writers peacefully exercising their right to freedom of expression and to investigate any 
attacks against them.  

Lic. Felipe De Jesús Calderón Hinojosa 

Presidente de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos 

Residencia Oficial de los Pinos Casa Miguel Alemán, Col. San Miguel Chapultepec, C.P. 11850, 
DISTRITO FEDERAL, México 

Fax: (+ 52 55) 5093 4901/ 5277 2376  

Email: felipe.calderon@presidencia.gob.mx 

Salutation: Señor Presidente/ Dear Mr President  

Please copy appeals to the relevant diplomatic representative in your country. 

        Publicity  

PEN Centres are encouraged to use International Women’s Day on 8 March as an opportunity to 
publicise the cases highlighted in their national and local press.  
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Photos of the women and writing samples are available from the WiPC as below. 

For further information please contact WiPC Americas researcher Tamsin Mitchell at International 
PEN Writers in Prison Committee, Brownlow House, 50/51 High Holborn, London WC1V 6ER, Tel.

+ 44 (0) 20 7405 0338 , Fax: +44 (0) 20 7405 0339, email: 
tamsin.mitchell@internationalpen.org.uk  

French Section of the Kurdish PEN 

Dr Ali KILIC  email: dralikilic@yahoo.fr  0631556896 

  

  


