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The State of the Republic of Kurdistan

The Republic of Mahabad, also called the State hef Republic of
Kurdistan) is established in eastern Kurdistan ®d&nuary 1946. It is the third
contemporary Kurdish state, after the armed remistaagainst Sex Mahmoud
Berzence English imperialism and the armed struggjainst the imperialist
states for the Turkish Foundation of Independentdistan Government in
Kocgiri March 21 of 1921 until 1938 Resistance Armgrsim including the
Republic of Ararat in Turkey, it marks our tragitstiory in a historic turning
point .. Its capital is the Kurdish town of Mahabadnorthwestern Iran. Its
existence is tied to the Soviet-lIranian conflictvibeen the USA and the USSR.

It Qazi Muhammad who is President of the Republlastafa Barzani is
the minister of defense. The Prime Minister is 3dhéladji Baba. The Cabinet
is composed Mihemed Husén Xani Seyfi Qazi: WeziEhdC parastina 0 G
hevkaré serokkomar. Sidiq Heyderi, Minister of Rggnda, Menaf Kerim
Mihemed Emin Mo, Seyid Mihemed Eyylbyan, Ministdr lealth, Ehmed
flah?, Minister of Economy, Xelil Xusrewi, Ministeof Labor, Kerim
Ehmedyan:, Minister of Post and Communication Hdistefa Dawud, Minister
of Commerce, Mela Husén MECD, Minister of Justitihemed Welizade,
Minister of Culture, Haci Ebdulrehman Tlxanizadsmail fixanizade, Minister
of Public Works.

The arrival in August 1941, British tps and Soviet allies in Iran
changes the balance of power. As the Iranian asnaysintegrating and folds to
the south, rifles and ammunition from falling irttte hands of Kurdish tribes.
Supported behind the scenes by the USSR, Komalalafes: Renamed the



Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) in 1945, it donme®m the Kurdish
movement. At its head, the Soviets favor Qazi Motmaa, an erudite man,
religious and respected. Accouru mountains of IkgjJah Barzani Moustapha,
fearsome warrior who became the hero of the Kurdishement, was greeted
with open arms Mahabad. KDP missing soldiers amdalall a leader.

After the end of Tabriz in 1944, the Soviets settbp independent
Democratic Republic of Azerbaijan. Fort exampled assured of Russian
support, Qazi Mohammed proclaims to turn his Kudrdi®vernment. On 22
January 1946 on the site Tchwar Tchira "The Fountdéms", he said that Kurds
are a people from occupying their own land ands BK others, has the right to
self-determination.

Mahabad adopted colors. The same ag thiokan, but in reverse: three
horizontal stripes, red, white and green. At theteeof the torch, a sun, flanked
by wheat symbolizes the Kurdish nation. "When | hadshed, Fatima
continues, | brought the fighters. Barzani has aodd the flag and, as a
reward, he gave me a gun.” We must master Archies&®elt Jr., then U.S.
assistant military attache in Tehran and visitoMathabad in August 1946, the
only testimony on the western Kurdish Republic. 6Bevelt was very surprised
by the atmosphere of freedom that prevailed in Malda compared to the
communist caporalisation of Azerbaijan," says \&iti Eagleton in his book.
"Qazi Mohammed tried to convince Americans thatKlneds wanted to form a
democratic province within a federal system simitathe American model, and
if the U.S. government could not support the Kurdaspirations, at least it did
opposes it. (...) But there was no question forlinged States to meddle in a
nationalist movement in a remote corner of Iran. "

A Mahabad and elsewhere, the Kurds ameyimg to destroy reports,
photographs and documents. Individuals and famdesstroy all traces of their
involvement in the Kurdish movement by burning dett appointments and
pictures, as Qazi Mohammed or Stalin. On 31 Mar@#h7] at 3 o'clock in the
morning on the orders of the Shah, Qazi Mohammeslptother and cousin
were hanged on the spot Tchwar Tchira Fourteen msaadter the proclamation
of the Republic, in the same place.

For Barzani and his men then retirethe Zagros mountains bordering
northern Iraq. Back from, they will find refuge tine USSR. Qazem remembers
the epic: "It was late fall, it snowed. We walkexgtysfour days without being
able to change. We were cold and hungry. Bombartbmare continued
unabated. The hardest was to find water. Dozens afe dead. | wish you write
this disaster. There were Mala Habib, who couldraad write, but he died
after a few days. Those who survived were fed hHdp#ah Mustafa and the



Kurdish flag. We followed up Russia. Here, we wscattered. The exile lasted
more than eleven years in misery and loneliness. "

The Republic of Mahabad was established in Irakiardistan in 1946
(1). Although its short-lived success is linkedthe rivalry between the USA
and the USSR, this experience has remained a syoflnational aspiration of
the Kurds. Proclaimed on 22 January 1946, it wélldoushed less than a year
later by the Iranian troops. This is the approxioratof Reza Shah with
Germany during the Second World War that led Britend the USSR to invade
I[ran on 25 August 1941, to file and replace it whiis son Mohammad Reza.
This operation is part of a large anti-alliance jckhwill be symbolized by the
conference in Tehran in November 1943 attended tfin€hurchill, Franklin
Roosevelt and Joseph Stalin. The three leadersric@af their support for the
independence of Iran.

After the destruction of Mahabad, ofish have accompanied
everywhere, throughout the epic military retreatdsh, Soviet Russia and then
in Iraq, where Hachem arrived in 1958, after eleyears of exile. To escape the
repression of Iragi regimes, which have fought Kshrdindependence, it has
long been hiding these photos. Imprisoned for tlyesgs in the jails of Saddam
Hussein, the old man had given to friends. No amewk of course, if Hashem
would be released one day. But in a sense, hisamagre more valuable than
his life. They were memory, proof that a KurdishpRlelic had existed once in
Iran. They were both real and dream.

The current president of Iraqi Kurdist Massoud Barzani, was born in
Mahabad when his father, General Mustafa Barazams the general in
Mahabad. Archibald Roosevelt, son of U.S. PresidBmtodore Roosevelt,
wrote in The Kurdish Republic of Mahabad, the maioblem of the Republic
of Mahabad was she needed Soviet aid. But thiana# with the Red Army
caused a disagreement with many Kurdish tribes.

Mahabad, the heart of the short-liteodish Republic was proclaimed
in Iran on 22 January 1946 and dissolved by thepsocof Mohammed Reza
Shah in December of that year is less than 100maters east of the lIraqi
border. Half a century later, that remains therehis city, which has deeply
marked the Kurdish imaginary?

The militarization of the regianobvious and distorts the perception
of distance. The relief does not control these sateéat Tehran wants to see
separated by a "security zone" in order to estalaliso man's land control. The
city of Mahabad regroupe sixty thousand (sixteesusiand in 1946). With the
villages bordering the sharestan (district) of Madwhin total about one hundred
ten thousand. A modest population growth on thesoneato the scale of Iran



where the rate of natural increase was 3.5% in 1B@B8Kurdistan is marked by
the scars of the past.

The administrative Mahabad is aagax. In an arbitrary manner, the
former Kurdish capital is not for the Ostan (praeh of Kurdistan, but of West
Azerbaijan. The regional authorities have focudel ltanian Kurdistan (1) on
the city of Sanandaj (ex Sinneh), located 280 kdtars south of Mahabad.
Timid movements of local opinion, have called fazanection to the province
of Kurdistan, as constituted in 30 years, or fa theation of another Kurdistan
whose epicenter was Mahabad. In vain. The centa¢mment of Iran under
the chahs as under the mullahs, refused to givexgnession in Kurdistan
administrative correspond more closely to the afesettlement of the Kurdish
population.

In addition, Mahabad, "city of the nmmdan Persian, is a name imposed
by Reza Shah there are more than sixty years asagbaa broad policy
persanification toponyms. The old name, Saujbolagh of Turkish origin. The
city was founded in the seventeenth century byl@rswadjar We can see the
mausoleum near the new cemetery. To his misfortuniae eyes of the Iranian
Mahabad could not assert any legitimacy anciensi&er The city was located
In a basin of altitude, collected in the foothilltthe Zagros mountains whose
peaks rising to over 2 000 meters. This situat@nforces the sense of isolation
of the people and expose them to the rigors ofewinin the north-east, the
silhouette of a mountain blocking the horizon is@ative

But the crushing of Nazi Germany hassedudivisions between the
USSR and its allies yesterday in many areas. Thevear is preparing the land
and rivalry are many, from Europe to Asia. Iranthwits huge oil resources, is
attracting all appetites. Especially as the remoetlthe Shah led to the
development of political activities and that themrounist Tudeh Party
organized effectively. National aspirations areoadtrong in this country of
many minorities.

A first The first action is developing in the proge of Iranian Azerbaijan,
where the Democratic Party of Azerbaijan, suppobiethe Soviets, proclaimed
in Tabriz, in December 1945 an autonomous repybficcially as part of Iran).
Azeris, also present in the USSR, are the largasbmal minority in Iran, about
20% of the population (Kurds make up about 10%aguybation).

A few weeks later, the Kurdistan Democratic PaBgdt-Iranian) (KDPI)
proclaims the Mahabad Republic. It Qazi Mohammaa Vshelected president,
and Moustapha Barzani will be his minister of defenOn 22 January 1946,



Qazi Mohamad announce the birth of the first Rejpuifl Kurdistan. Small area

(15 000 km2) and with very limited resources, thep&blic has primarily a

cultural and symbolic importance. Thus, many Ir&girds are immediately

moved to Mahabad. And they are under the directibiGeneral Mohamad

Barzani, who delay the first attacks by the Iraraamy. The latter is the head of
a major Kurdish tribe after the fall of the Repubhe took refuge in the USSR,
then return to Iraq, where he became one of tha iardish leaders. His son,
Mr. Massoud Barzani, who was born in Mahabad in619¢as elected president
of the autonomous region of Iraqi Kurdistan in 2005

Recall that the Kurds, an Indo-Eurapeation, would total between 40
and 45 million people: 25 million in Turkey, 8 niilh in Iran, Irag 7 million and
3 million in Syria. The KDPI, headed by Dr. Abdua®man Ghassemlou, will
attend the 1979 revolution, but will be forced t igto opposition. Its leader
will be assassinated in Vienna by Iranian agentsogfer on 13 July 1989. The
KDPI continue to experience sporadic military aities.

Qazi Mohamad is a negotiator who see&sstipport of the Soviets, while
trying to reach agreement with Tehran. Lack of iteie ended up adopting a
more bellicose in 1944: the signing of a mutualagdeement for the creation of
large Kurdistan with Kurdish leaders in Irag andrkay, he joined late in
Komala (secret organization for the Kurdish reramse in Iran, the ancestor of
the KDPI, Democratic Party of Kurdistan of Irag)adhon 17 December 1945,
he hoisted the Kurdish flag on official building$ ®ahabad. This time he
obtained the protection of the Soviet Union, whiets views of the Kurdistan.

But the international context is changing unfavbyalm May 1946, under
pressure from Western powers, Soviet soldiers ataclian. In August, Qazi
Mohamad is once again in Tehran to negotiate a syetendi. In vain, the new
Shah, Mohammad Reza, master finally home, backh& oody political
antikurde of his father. On 27 November, the Irangamy attack. Mahabad
surrendered on December 16. On 31 March 1947, [@alzamad was hanged in
a public place. The same place where he had pneethfourteen months before
the birth of the Republic of Mahabad.

The uncertainties of international politics are plinating the problem of
the Kurds, much more seriously than the efforeri&ain left for little people.
In the aftermath of war in the northern region qmed by Iran since August
1941 by troops soviétiquesl was formed in Augugbl® Democratic Party of
Kurdistan, on 22 January 1946. Proclaims, with supfrom Moscow the
Democratic Republic of Kurdistan, five months latei end. Stalin. Respecting
the division decided at Yalta, decides to abanthenkturds, as it leaves isolate



and crush the popular uprising in Greece. Sovips evacuated the north of
Tehran that Iran began the reconquest. Tehran dligust Autonomous
Government of Azerbaijan established with the suppof the Soviet
Azerbaijani region of Iran, then. in December 194@®ccupies the Kurdish city
of Mahabad. It stops the leaders of the KurdishuRép, sentenced to death by
a military court and hanged in the central squatdahabad on 30 March 1947.
Punishment ravaged Kurdistan and then pushesahjedurds headed by Mulla
Barzani. moved into the Kurdish Republic to rettariraq where they are again
persecuted. A group of some 500 fighters and feedurkey. Hence they are
expelled, returned to Iran where the Shah's trdnwg down and finally, May
17 the 499 survivors. headed by Mustafa Barzanos§ing the border on
horseback and Soviet arms and enter Azerbaijan.Sbiveets to disarm and set
in a military camp on the edge of the Caspian Sea.

The head of Homeland Security sent kBbenov master spy
Soudoplatov Baku to negotiate with Barzani the d@omts of his stay in the
USSR. It installs Kurds near Tashkent "We passemlid8platov said. an
agreement under which Barzani himself and somasobtficers attend courses
taught by Soviet military academies. Under thiseagrent installation in
Central Asia should be a parenthesis in their lmagch. "

The Staff delegate 20 officers tairt these fighters But the
honeymoon soon turns sour. The yew) in Februaryd 184 Minister of the
Interior. Stalin Krouglov reminds the dangers oég@ Kurds and their leader,
the measures already taken to isolate him, breakpitpe group. disperse Kurds
and the need to continue and further extend MudBafezani, being a man
polliqucmeni illiterate, wants to bring togetherrtlish tribes cry a principality
and start its ite. Barzani believes its presenddenSoviet Union as a temporary
situation that requires him to do nothing. " Also yaar ago already
BAGUIRQV, Secretary of the PC and the Azerbaijddi accomplice Beria had
therefore proposed to remove the ungrateful ofotreler with Iran. to actually
prevent the Kurds from resuming their strugglerational claims Also earlier
said than done by decree of 9 August 1948, thengpst Kurds is transferred to
a camp of the Ministry of Interior located neartatisn railway line on the
secondary Tashkent. But Barzani did not mean totleisdvay in 1948 it called
a meeting with the secretary of the Uzbek Center B@ calls him an
appointment with Stalin that he wants to presest flans he threatened to
commit suicide in case of refusal. Finally, addsuglov, maintenance Barzani,
a real feudal lord, according Soudoplatov. andmiktary personnel "in 1949
cost the sum of 6 662 467 rubles sic" huge sumedd€onclusion "The
Ministry of | Internal Justice to dissolve the oatal detachment Kurds and



disperse in small groups in remote districts ofRepublic of Uzbekistan so that
the Kurds can not communicate with them"

Mustapha Barzani triumphantly retarne Baghdad eleven years later,
after the overthrow of the Hashemite monarchy byhékal Abdel Karim
Kassem. Several Kurdish ministers then enter tivemgonent, including the son
of Sheikh Mahmoud. In exchange for the guaranteeespect for "national
rights" of Kurds in the "lraqgi entity" and the pudation of newspapers Kurdish
Barzani proclaims "Kassem Soldier," and help theke are called "Zaim "(the
Leader) to nip in the blood Arab nationalist reioellin Mosul led by Colonel
Abdel Wahab Chawaf. Wounded, the colonel was comglen his hospital
bed. Four hundred of his supporters - including d@&d Chammar - were
massacred in a mosque by Kurdish militias and Bopllar Resistance Forces."

The support of Barzani Kassem regguoes further. In May 1959, he
lends a hand to the Iragi army to quell a revolieaders of the Kurdish region
Rawanduz. More than 24 000 Kurds fled to Turkey laaq!

The relations between Mustafa Bairzand General Kassem
deteriorated following an extended period spentthy Kurdish leader in
Moscow, without a doubt the Soviets to serve thaifZ they do not like his
decision to oust the power the Iragqi CommunistyP@Cl). Barzani took refuge
in the mountains and the war resumed. CuriousBimd he sent Kassem in
March 1962 are moderate. He spoke only of openihgds, agricultural and
industrial development, recognition of the Kurdiahguage, not autonomy or
borders.

63 Then three years after what isdbkeition of the Kurdish national
guestion? In other words what is the strategy antics KDPI1?

A first response from the Secretary Geneirthe KDPI, Mr Mustafa Hijri,

We, the Kurdistan Democratic Party of I@¢DPI), believe that only
regime-change in Iran will realize the Iranian pe&p quest for liberty and
dignity as well as the outside world’s vision oérras a force for the good
within the International Community.

It is high time for the West to adoploag-term strategy to bring about
regime-change in Iran by supporting the demociatit secular forces inside as
well as outside of the country.

For those who have any doubts abouah su policy, we invoke (in
addition to the five-part threat that Iran posemternational peace and security)
the clerical regime’s practice of systematic vimias of human rights and its



brutal oppression of the country’s various ethnieligious and national
communities.

We also believe that a nuclear-armedicdéregime in Iran, with its
terrorist mindset, is dangerous for the entire Nedast due to the risk of
nuclear proliferation in an already volatile andypeone part of the world.

Some of the neighboring countries sadded simultaneous interest in
nuclear power in the second half of 2007 is a wayrsign of the frightening
scenario that would unfold. A nuclear-armed Irafi f8el emboldened to use its
terrorist groups in Lebanon, Iraq and elsewherblackmail the United States,
other Western powers and countries in the Middist.a

Bearing in mind that the experience in Ifa@s resulted in skepticism
towards regime-change through foreign military méstion, the task of regime-
change in Iran should be left to the Iranian Opypmsi This would relieve the
United States and its allies of the type of burtleey have shouldered in Iraq
and, more importantly, no one would be able to ddahbé moral and political
legitimacy of regime-change from within Iran.

However, such a strategy will not succeetthout having as one of its
central pillars genuine support for the ethnic aradional diversity in Iran.
Support for this diversity is also of strategic mnfance for democracy in Iran.

As long as Iran derives a substantialigo of its income from the sale of
petroleum, there will be no incentives for the doyis rulers to adhere to calls
for popular sovereignty or democracy. This is oftka case with regimes that
become financially independent of their populatibms in this regard that Iran’s
national and ethnic diversity will be of strategigoortance for democracy in the
country and thereby a key component for stabilityne Middle East. Provided
that there is real support for the creation of dtimational federation in Iran, the
ethnic and national diversity in the country wilbrstitute a novel form of
“checks and balances”. Put differently, since demubc mechanisms are absent
In Iran, this novel form of checks and balances$ mibst certainly be conducive
to a working democracy.

Transforming Iran into a multinationaldération would result in a
fundamental change in prevailing ideas about ouunty. An Iranian
multinational federation would put an end to thettmgf mono-nationality — a
myth that is being maintained by massive militang @sychological violence —
and correspond with the country’s true multinationakeup. This kind of
federalism is premised on the recognition of idgrdis a source of dignity for
the individual members of Iran’s ethnic and natla@mmunities. The solution
to the national question in Iran does not lie inpiaved socio-economic



conditions for the individual members of oppressations. Rather, a just and
long-term solution is political recognition of theational identities of Iran’s

nations and constitutional safeguards for theiional and territorial rights.

Contrary to the fear of some people that federaisuald result in the breakup
of Iran, such a model would create unity out okedsity.

In short, whereas Iran’s national diigrdhas been regarded as a
“problem” by successive regimes in Iran and hashlmject to violence and
forced assimilation, in fact it holds the key tavderacy in the country. Thus, it
is in the outside world’s interest to support Isanational diversity”

Dr Ali KILIC

Paris on 22 January 2009

History

1941 As part of World War 2, Iran is partly occupiedfoyeign forces. In the
south, British troops move in, while Soviet troaake control over the north.
The region around Mahabad is not occupied.

1942: The Kurdish movement Komala Jiani Kurdistan isnided, asking for
more rights of the Kurds.

1945: The Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) is started, alhadnembers of
Komala joins. KDP asked for autonomy (i.e. notrashependent state), Kurdish
as an official language, local democracy and gavaea and better laws for
dealing with the relations between peasants ardbianers.

1946 January 22: The State of Republic of Kurdistan is proclaimegdiie
Kurdish Democratic Party in a ceremony in Saqgede@ates from the
surrounding lands participate. Qazi Muhammad besgmnesident, while
Mustafa Barzanbecomes commander-in-chief.

— May: Soviet troops withdraws from Iran, and leavesrépiblic vulnerable
for attack by Iranian forces.

— December: Iranian troops march into Mahabad, and end thelisbrrule
over the region.
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